OLD BOLINGBROKE WITH HAREBY PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER
February 2026

Hieveryone, welcome to the sixth edition of our village Newsletter bringing you news from
the Council as well as highlights from village life. Edited by Caroline Wills-Wright and very
generously printed by OPWALL (Operation Wallacea). Photo acknowledgements —
Caroline Wills-Wright, Steve Lumb and Isobel Godsell.

We Wish Everyone a Healthy, Happy and Peaceful New Year

¢ The plan was to put this newsletter out much
earlier but the village lurgy that appears to have
affected a lot of people slowed us right down!
Hopefully everyone is well and truly on the mend
now.

A It was a cold start to the New Year wasn’tit! This
| is aview across Hagnaby Rd to the castle. If you
| would like us to include one of your village
photos sometime, let me know.

A Message and Thoughts from Kate O’Flynn

Ordinary Time.

In the church's calendar we are now in "Ordinary Time". Advent, Christmas and
Epiphany have been and gone. At this time each year, I'm reminded of the words from
Howard Thurman:

"When the song of the angels is stilled,

when the starin the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,

when the shepherds are back with their flock,
the work of Christmas begins:

to find the lost, to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner,

to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among people,
to make music in the heart."

That was the message at Christmas - there was nothing ordinary about the church full of
people at the Advent and two Christmas services, joining with the song of the angels as
we sang Advent and Christmas Carols; followed the same star or rather the wonderful
and impressive display of baubles drawing our attention not just upwards but forwards
to a baby in a manger with Mary and Joseph. Like the shepherds and magi, we had



gathered to see "this thing" we read about in Luke's gospel. To see so many in church at
Christmas time was not ordinary. It was wonderful and extraordinary.

My hope and prayer is that the work of Christmas doesn’t just begin in church but
carries on in our community "finding the lost, healing the broken ..... rebuilding nations
and bringing peace". There’s nothing ordinary about the world in which we live but
there’s something extraordinary when we catch a glimpse of God lying in a manger and
heed the words of the prophet Micah: "what does the LORD require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?"

News from the Church

Celebrations at Christmas

Thanks to everyone who supported services over
the Christmas period. The Candlelit Carol Service
was full to capacity and we raised a massive
£559.20 for Andy’s Children’s Hospice in Grimsby.
Thank you.

Collection for the Food Bank

The Church has been a centre for food collection

at Christmas for many years. In the present
difficult times for many families, it has been decided to have a collection point
throughout the year with items taken to the Food Bank at the New Life Centre in Spilsby.
Please bring non-perishable foods, toiletries, baby items and leave in the box beside the
font. Thank you for your support..

Restoration of the Church Organ

This is now fully underway and it is anticipated that the work will be completed by the
end of February. Watch this space for details of a Musical Celebration Event later in the
Spring.

Summer Concert

The Coningsby Military Wives Choir are being booked for this year’s Summer concert. A
final date has yet to be confirmed but likely to be August 1t or the 15™. Details to follow.



HISTORY IN SURNAMES by Maurice Bradbury

There was little need for surnames in England before ¢ 1100 and they were notin
constant use until the High Middle Ages. The Anglo-Saxon and Danish villagers rarely
needed a second name to identify others whilst in towns nicknames or Father's names
were sometimes used but these were not passed onto children as surnames.

The Normans brought the beginning of a need for a second name to identify someone,
not because they were introducing what was already a practice but because of the need
for Legal Documents such as Land Deeds and Wills brought about by the scale of the
upheavalillustrated in the Domesday Book of 1087. As Towns and bureaucracy grew so
the use of Surnames [i.e. second names passed on by a Parent, most commonly a
Father, to the children] became widespread.

From the start, Surnames fitted neatly into four clear categories:

FIRST NAMES

Jacklin, Robinson, Watkinson, Coles, from Nicolas,Dennet(t) from Denis.

From a Female - Evison, Eve[s], Ellen.

Jones, [also Evans], from John, the commonest surname in Wales, Powell, son of
Howel.

Hancock, though of First-name origin, derives from a nickname, surely a joke?,
meaning “fowl” derived from an Old English word, “hanna”, a “cock”.

LOCALITIES and Landmarks

Most common are names deriving from Towns and Villages, indicating that the first-so-
named had moved from their place of Birth:

Bradbury, Bradshaw, Chester, Harmsworth, Lumb, Overton, Needham, Trewin,
Holderness .

Surnames with a French locality reference e.g. Bullen - from Boulogne - are still of
English origin. Although there is a place in Belgium called Ath, the Surname Death
[sometimes camouflaged as De'Ath or D'Eath] is most likely originally a nickname.

As well as settlements, local features and buildings became surnames:

Green, Church, Mill, Bridge, Brook, Rivers, Marsh, Oak, Birch, Gore, a Plot of Land.
Bacchus, once and possibly still, a Boston surname, has nothing to do with mythology
butis a corruption of the more common Backhouse — a “Bakehouse”.

OCCUPATIONS

This Class, though containing the commonest Surname of all, has actually the fewest
examples and usually the simplest to translate.

Probably the oldest surname and, in an unchanged form, by the end of the C19th, the
commonestin England and Wales, England, Scotland and the U. S. A. is Smith. The
reason is plain to see: at the beginning of the Middle Ages, every decent-sized
settlement had one but rarely more so it was a very useful means of identification. By
contrast, since every individual in a Village, including the Smith, Miller and Priest and
even children, spent some of their time on the Land, “Farmer” would have been useless
for singling out someone. However, Farmer is an Occupation surname but, from the
French, for a “Tax Collector”. Other Occupations have undergone major changes since
they first were used as Surnames, so as well as as the obvious ones -

Smith, Shepherd, Miller, Brewer, Baker, Wright, [and Cartwright, Wheelwright],
Cooper, Hunt[e] and the later Hunter, there are obsolete examples such as:

Fuller and Walker [ a “Fuller”] from cloth making, Skinner a “Tannery worker”, Taylor, a
"Cutter", not only of Cloth, Fletcher, an Arrow maker; Chandler, a Candle maker; Ewer,
a water-Bearer;




Fitter, a Carpenter; Flesher, a Butcher, still used in Scotland; Reader, a Thatcher.
Hacker, a wood cutter — for tool handles, Hott[er], a Basket maker.
Arkwright is a “chest” or “bin maker”, not a “boat builder”!

NICKNAMES

The oldest form of Second name - even Biblical. In Britain before the Norman Conquest
the Vikings and Saxons were fond of using them especially for the upper classes: "The
Red", "Venerable", "Bloodaxe", "Forkbeard", "Harefoot", "lIronside", "Unready",
"Confessor", "Godwinsson".

The Normans brought the same practice with them: "Bastard", "Rufus", "Beauclerc".
None of these however became surnames but this changed with the Accession of Henry
Il who inherited his Father's name Anjou and nickname Plantagenet and passed both
on to his children. [Chroniclers referred to Anjou up to its replacement by Tudor; it's
Historians who have favoured Plantagenet]. Nicknames still flourished - "Lionheart,
"Lackland", "Longshanks" —but not as surnames.

By the C14th., surnames were the norm and nicknames abound. Many are very obvious:
Brown, Grey, Fatt, Thick - “Stocky”, Long, Short, Dark, Bright, Young

butin others, the original meaning has become unclear:

Grew - “long-legged, Tall - “Decent”/“Handsome”, Gape - “weak, feeble”,

Gaunt as it sounds, but it also, as with John, can mean “from Ghent”; Bowser - “grand
Father”.

Over the Centuries since their first use, surnames have been subject to change brought
about by usage, affectation e.g. Smythe and invention and the English inability to spell
properly. The original name has often spawned many varieties. Take for example the
name Ash. This would simply have come from one of the several places with that name
today plus the numerous Ashtons and Ashbys, or simply from “at or by” a notable Ash
Tree but it has since produced these mutations: Aish, Dash, Daish.
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OB Green Report

It’s been a bit grim weather-wise since the last report. We’re looking forward to
ordering and planting up the planters in Spring. If any still have plants in they can be
disposed of or | will empty them as soon as possible.

Volunteer dates for the Rose Garden for Spring are February 14th and April 11th, and
for the Field Feb 21st and April 18th. If anyone wants to do any work in the meantime
please get in touch and | can give you a few ideas.

Thanks, as ever, go to those volunteers who have helped with mowing, garden work

or repair work in the meantime.

You may have noticed that some work was done to provide a new gate and a section of
fencing at the stream end of the field. Thank you to those who have adapted and
repaired some of it. You will see that we still need to sort out the fence along the
roadside in a couple of places. In the past dog walkers and residents have kindly
made donations towards work done to maintain the field. If you would like to
contribute you can pay directly into the George V Field Account, Sort Code 30-94-39,
Ac No 15785668.

And just a reminder for all areas of the village:




Council News —

e The council met most recently in the village hall on Thursday 15" January. As
always, once ratified at the next meeting, the minutes will be placed on our
website.

https://old-bolingbroke.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk/

o You may like to know that between us we work hard on reporting issues with our
roads and ditches. Grateful thanks to the others who also use Fixmystreet. The
more who do so the better.

e The Store Room is a long way towards completion now, with the next job being the
plastering. It’s going to make such a difference to how we manage the hall. We are
still looking for funds to help cover the cost of the work and replenish the Village
Hall coffers so if you can please contribute to our crowdfund, or contact Pam or
David, we would be most grateful:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/framsden-memorial-village-hall
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Upcoming Events

Two dates to note in particular in our busy village diary:

Friday 6™ March there is a quiz in the village hall in aid of Parkinsons UK. It’s going to be
busy so plan to book your team in.

Friday 27" March Friends of Bolingbroke Castle are hosting a Talk in the Hall by David
Start - 'The Excavation of Bolingbroke Castle 1965 - 67 and 1973". A chance to learn all
about what lies beneath the grass on the castle mound.

(Another pudding demo by Chefis in the pipeline. Yum!)


https://old-bolingbroke.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk/

Dates for your diary

6" March 7pm

Parkinsons Charity quiz

8" March

Service for Lent

27" March 7:30pm

Talk in the Hall by David Start - 'The Excavation of
Bolingbroke Castle 1965 - 67 and 1973' —tickets will be
on sale soon

28" March Pop Up Pub at the church

3 April 3pm Good Friday Service

5% April Cream Tea and Easter Eggs at the Church

15" April Plant Sale at the Village Hall

16" May 70" Anniversary of the official opening of the Village
Hall

22" May 7pm Quiz Night at the Village Hall

7™ June 11am Pet Service

June —-date TBC Chine Supper

August - date TBC Barbecue

September - date TBC

Garage Sale

Useful contacts for more information or bookings:

For Church events - Steve -763084 or bolingbroke.church@gmail.com

For events/bookings at Ramsden Village Hall - Pam Powell - 763363

pam.j.powell@gmail.com

For Castle events friendsofbolingbrokecastle@gmail.com

This Newsletter looks so much better in colour, which is what you get when we e

mail it to those who have signed up to receive it electronically. If you would like to

signh up, please e mail me at chippycaro@hotmail.com -I’Ul be happy to send you

this one too.
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